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Welcome to our page!

The early 2888s were a crazy time. For
Melissa and I, these were the best years
of our childhood. Born in 1997 and 2888,

We Were girls who loved music, fashion

and tech, and spent a lot of our time

daydreaming that we were teenagers. He
were young enough to be easily
influenced by all that was happening
in the world but too young to be self
conscious as we explored our identities.

50 much was happening in the 2008s!

POP CULTURE was EVERYTHING, TV shows 1like Lizzie
McGuire and The 5imple Life introduced us to
cool-girl trendsetters, while tween magazines like
Seventeen and Girl™s Life kept us up to date on
all the coolest tremds. Plus, the career of
Britney 5Spears was at its peak, providing us with
televised antics, denim award show ensembles, and
the Oscar-snubbed film Crossroads.

THE INTERMET was a new, fascinating thing
for us and it existed omly within ocur bulky
computers, unable to consume our whale
lives 1lijke it does today. Sites like
Allykatzz and Makeoutclub connected us to
other kids from all over the country while
Webkinz, Neopets and Club Penguin kept us
entertained for hours.

FASHION allowed us to try on new identities
everyday as we experimented with who we
thought we were and who Wwe wanted to be.
Blending pieces from Roxy., Justice {or
Limited Too). Wet 5eal and Hot Topic helped
us stitch together the fabric of ourselves,
as we greWw into the women that we are today.

MUSIC was dominated by brash teens who didn’t
give a damn, shoWwing us sheltered suburban kids
that it was cool to defy conformity. Anthems
from artists like Avril Lavigne, Built to 5pill.
Sum 41 and Green Day opened us up to a whole
angsty world outside of our orderly households.
Pop wWwas also at its peak and blessed us with so
many hits to illegally download for our mix CDs.

tually mo discussion about many issues of injustice

Still, the 2888s were pretty damn cool.
We are products of this era. raised on the
good, the bad and everything in between.




4 Digital Glory B

The world digne end with Y2,

The computers went on, time had bogun
9 months + 168 days lacer

no disastor yetk,
onky me, coming inko the flesh

THE GROWTH PROCESS

Yorud Tamagotchi can evolve in different
stages depending on how you cane far it

EREVEYF

Cog by child teenager  adult

Rs a diild, I had
1 hour on the Computer per day
1 hour of plaging oucsice
1 secret hour sneaking US wé the lights off
J Can life be coded ko
'i.

_ pixels on a sooen’y
(%

""IJ'L — i don't have a compuker in me ueok,
?“h‘l’,[ﬂmﬁ.[TEE' but they're arouvnd me akl the time.
1 wouvldn't ewven want one really
1 like living in humanitu:
Flesh, blood, maube a tear
Short circuit

But it's cuplution bahy YIes Crossed

i have to keep up
Put a chip In my brain,

and wires I my arms, fure Jishons
What makes youw a person Is not

dabways human...

CLICE OH ME.
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. | I remember playing my new mix CD for my brother and
| his friends on my pink Barbie boombox.
! Their favorite song was Beverly Hills by Weezer.
I remember my neighbor taking me shopping at

4 Justice for my birthday. ]
She bought me camo cargo pants and a purple top. |

I remember using a bedazzled Hello Kitty text

messenger to text my best friend while she was

sicﬁliglﬂfeetmyinaﬂm and MNable.
messaged her the name of my new crush.

I remember getting into the back seat of parents
cara.fterpﬁkingmmurmp@y a.ndasmﬁng if-1
i could play Nintendo DS on the drive home.
danswer was mno.

I remember my dad taking me surfing, pushing me
into the whitewash.
I wore my brother’s Quiksilver wetsuit.

I was terrified.

I remember playing Guitar Hero with my family.
Ome time T played Eye of the Tiger on expert.

I remember the first time I off at the
got dropped

mall with my £ :
We went to Victoria’s Secret,

I didn’t buy anything.

I remember my dad showing me an album he thought

I would like. :
It was Tragic Kingdom by Mo Doubt, I loved it.

I remember playing Barbie with my older brother
His Bionicles crash landed and destroyed her
whole dream house.

I remember losing my first tooth on the playground.
We all looked for it so the nurse would give me
a little plastic treasure chest to hold it. i
It never was found.

| I remember telling my mom I never wanted to grow up.
I was six years old.
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Internet Explorer by Melissa

w/les/ s/ ¥BevEi0® Ol

Being born in *57, my childhood existed in a space of technological
fransition. There was a novelty to the Internet when | was a kid, and
an excitement about every kind of gadget and platform that came from
it. | think about those big Mac computers that came in different colors,
like something from a Disney Channel Zenon movie. | remember
wanting every single toy Girl Tech created, even though they hardhy
ever seemed to work. Just the look and feel of these things held a
special power that made my youthful daydreams of becoming a
popstariactressfinternational spy all the more possibie.

Of course, periods of fransition are usually a blend of good, bad and
confusing — my technological journey as a kid was no different. There
was the undeniably fun side: spending hours on Club Penguin,
creating a blog where | posted badly written short stories, giving
virtual makeovers to the MyScene girls, and peering over my sister’s
shoulder when she went on MySpace. However, | was guite young
during these discovery years of the Internet and there were many
instances where | leamed the Internet wasn't always a happy place.

There was a chatroom website called Preteen Planet back in the day,
and somehow a very, very preteen 8-year-old me convinced my
parents to let me make an account. Like any chatroom, the
conversation was all over the place to the point where | don't
remember what we discussed, but | found it exciting that | was
supposedly talking to different kids from throughout the country.
There is one night, though, that | remember very well. ..

| was in the chatroom typing along when one of the other users asked
me if | was a virgin. At 8, | had no idea what being a virgin meant, but
nobody had ever called me one before, so | said that | wasn't. After
that, the chat got weird-- | can't fully remember, but | didn't like what
was being said. Though | didn't understand it, | knew something was
wrong. So 8-year-old me darted out of the computer room and into
the kitchen where my parents were. | can only imagine how
disconcerting-yet-funny it was for my parents o see their 8-year-old
daughter anxiously standing in the hallway and then blurting out,

“Mom, dad...am | a virgin?”
My parents did not let me go back on Preteen Planet after that night.
confimued..
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find out what ki
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tﬂ.}l gignbased on ur

Fire Signs
(Aries, Leo
Sagitarrius)

» Signs WL
’(‘?grfcters, ?cnrpiu, Pisces) Mall Goth
cath Fun and
New Wave Goth e d bolg
i srith, enjoys [ J1€1" MSpace proi
ki o ot o Y e o e
toyed with the }ﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂf aving HEE undnur,

E 3
+ poven, cries in tne . : e Veil,

chower just o feel S

Air Sign (Libra, Aquarius,
s YW Gemini)
[.y[:er gnrﬁ

Bleached eyebrows and colored
hair extensions, attends
industrial house parties on
Tuesdays at 2 am when they
have work at Wetzel's
Pretzels at %am,
cartoons are
fave shows.
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PACK YOUR POISON: Which guy will you date? §

U
n""; Poys R SO I_ -
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IS YOUR GUY

DARREN - Hair gel enthusiast,
begged his mom for Jnco jeans
50 he would look “tough” bt
150’ tough enough to ask you
to the Winter Dance, will make
you listen to his ternible covers
of Strokes songs.

\* = CHAD - overt misogyni

s lays high school baseball,
nnster energy drink
ahways in hand, uses words
he's not supposed to for

“umar," boves Eminem.

KYLE - Claims to have
modeded for Abercrombie but
no one has ever seen proof,
steals money from his little
sister, condescendingly asks
if you know who Caoldplay are, &
Axe body spray

m':_ BROCK - Surfed one time on

vacation in Flarida and won't let

you forget i, puka shell necklace, .. \
irying really hard to geta RVCA \
L sponsarship, works at Block- A

buster and gives you & discount
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telephonic invasion

Looking back on my childhood, I can see that I was
about as materially privileged as could be. While we
weren't exorbitantly wealthy, my dad worked a well-
paying computer job and we lived in a pristine suburb by
the beach. Between my parents, grandparents and extended
fanily, I almost always had someone with some cash to
spare when I wanted a new Lego or Littlest Pet Shop set.

FTEEN s EUDE tu zazazmﬁ o

I was a child with everything I could have wanted--
toys, art supplies, a Ripstik, my dad's old iPod, a
Hintendo DS-- but one thing was and would remain missing..
a cell phone. I asked, I yearned, I ached, I begged but
no matter what I did, the answer was still no. They
presented me with every reason why I didn't need one:

“You're too young for that,”
“Who would you even call anyways?,
“Are you gonna pay for it? I didn't think so."

I can see now that my parents were being completely
reasonable. I was too young, I had nobody important to
call and most of my friends didn’t hawe cell phones
anyway. But my parents' logic was not enough to silence
the ringing in my heart. There was something they weren't
understanding: I didn't want a cell phone to make calls.
I wanted one because phones were the ultimate pop
cultural symbol of coolness at the time. While most
people didn't even have phones in real life, ewvery
fashionable and trendy teenage character on TV did. Kim
Possible had that crazy secret agent phone that she used
wEarY - g to talk to Wade, Sharpay Evans had a pink bedazzled
e by el - A e sidekick to message her worshippers and Paris and Micole
e =13 - QIR were seldom seen without them, except when the cameras
were rolling on The Simple Life. ( CONTINUED --= )

MIA
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Cell phones were the embodiment of cool culture; if I
wanted to be an It girl like the stars on TV, then I
needed one too.

In reality, there were a lot of other (more
significant) things holding me back from being like
the girls on the screen-- I wasn't blond, I wasn't
white and I certainly didn't fit the European beauty
standards that defined an It girl in the 2@88@s. Only a
very specific kind of body and appearance was allowed
to take on that role, and it never once looked like me.
But in my child-mind, I believed a cell phone was the
key to unlocking this exclusive other world that I
wanted so badly to be a part of. I didn't see the
difference between myself and them like I do now, I
just thought clacking my french manicured nails all
over a slide-up keyboard would fulfill my desires.

The 28085 were a particularly materialistic era,
which caused kids like me to internalize a cultural
belief system that relies heavily on consumption. With
every other page of tween magazines featuring an ad
sponsored by whatever teen star was hot at the moment,
it's pretty easy to understand how kids like me
absorbed the belief that material possessions could
define us. This understanding of the world was what
made me think that having a cell phone would make me
Paris Hilton; what made the mall a holy land for 2888s
kids; what made us drool at the mouth at the toys in
TV infomercials; and in many ways what makes us who
we are today.

MENU 9: 16

-

e

-
-
-y
P
-
-t
-
..‘. -

i

s

- ‘\x

- .

-
-

&

5
A
-
-

-
.
e

-
e




2000%s FaSHi@n
HOT or NOT

by b i
b Ehn.? sweaters- bonus
poa ey

c. Paul Frank- way cooler
than Bobiby Jack

d.ﬂl-m hﬂcd:.r Glitter-
m by

were :Iﬁumd o m
makeup

f Claire's clip-in hair
i you'd never admit
that these weren't your real hair

. Stuff by Hilary Duff- a b, ' GiRLS rllLe.
g i aeaar S |
Hil's cute designs online "

Proactiv skincare-
smells like a pyrarmic
scheme tomea... - ] K8

Ballet Flats-sensible RIS 0 E | . dh\i 5 | bovs
o A mal 4 e - ALLOWED

i dtina’s braids and
dreadiocks-girl... .NO!

B sl bumpedyour e
highet then Mourd Everest.

Rirnless shield sunglasses-
save them for anaother day Kirm K!



i Netscape: Hotllired: Overview M.A.S.H-
_Iﬁl @jﬂ ﬁlé[ﬁl _I @ Marsion, #rurl:mm!. Shack, House. @

e liw? | vhateceair]  mendesk | bt Ssaren .I bied Dractorg | Bevngrouss | e Job

- Chad Mickael Murray Popstar

ih:ic:hfrnm Kim Possible Paris Hillons Assistamt
@ Corbin Bleu Sylist at Libby Lu

Danny Phantom Pro Skater
o Brithey Spears Video Game Tesker
v
® __Euls__ Godaget

1 Ioz-j 101 Tek Moke
= 2 Ninkendo 1§
& 3 Motorols Rozr
- 12 Girl Tech Password Journal
iDog
HOW TO PLAY MASH

1, Drow & spiral ow a piece of ! Draw a straight
line Ehrnul‘:]{: our EPI.'FE.L ad cgtfkm mahy birmes the
line crosses LE This is your magic humber,

E.Shrﬁhguk&tHMHASHmb?ofhﬂdga,m
cbdrﬁmahdcw&tmhafﬁahw,ﬁh‘i, ,mw,e.mh
gadqel, ekc) until you've reacked your magic number,

- J.Emssaulthﬂmrd«thnkjmlmdmwﬁkarmﬂug
VWt wour rragic hurber oub clockawise around the page,
o skipping words you aLn'.acij crossed, out,

4, Continue raking laps around the page until you have
crossed. out all but ﬂhg option in mr cnke.gnrj.?u

§, Circle the remaining options bo find out your future!




T4 deesa'd pmadl T fuess .
it BLFE L_j;-—-.u:l 5 ;_._j.'___:} Fhad . "H_"""‘J}"'- Bt
:L- ‘1-'JHI |.+ all N
156 3 -:'L--.-. ©
Lan detal with evesihing,
'.“ T ~Lal Far g Femg 3
[ Jowam b e |
like =t a ki~ o
" ge alemg , Dkt o lan waihie 4
tve e i ANaE I b click,
3"*':'5 gy | +_I'\|-"‘h5 Wil a3k Sean®, Tha b ..—::
kL Sense

E'u I o b, I “’rﬁﬁﬁ by u.-'-.:.‘-ﬁ:‘_

:— fan TR . "'-j "':'\;-r' F D ;L_:‘l"!__pl 4‘ Hy :_|_—1-"




Listen alomg teo the playlist as w read!

1. Kids in America - The Muffs

It'se the classic waking up sequence! You ve woken up
late but 8till hawve time to condoct an outfit
changing montage. After that, you run downetairs and
eat one bite of the maseive pancake feast your mom
made before you jet out the door. You narrowly make
it onto the bua, and being the guirky, unnoticed
20002 main character girl, wou Bit in the back
myeteriously with your neoee in a8 book.

side pated haim dbhak e s 2. Bring It All to Me - 3111?- feat. N Byno
oh but sweetie girl, you might be guirky, but not

devkegrd dad wedaballe e s even you are immune to the charms of popular,
athletic, hot boy Cody. Ugh, the way he sits there
on hie Jeep with the boys, extremely plain haircut
and baseball tee...irresiptible. You gaze upon him
longingly, knowing he'd never notice you because
vou wear glasees.

Wi dettiasbeld ot shod Ane

3. Bhow Btopper - Danity Kane

Uh ch, betver look away because here comes hot boy Cody'e
even hotter GF, Amber. Yee, she is pulling up in a
Cadillac with all her friends. ¥Yea, they all have
gpaghet+ti strape on. ¥You eigh as your friend who ie
also guirky (but more outgoing with colored hair
Btripe) telle you that you can do 50 much better than
Cody anyway. Your friend does have a name, but the
writers peem to have forgotten to tell ue what it is.

4. Toke Ma Away - Fefe DobSon

Your home after school being angety and singing into
a hairbrush t+o cope with your feelings, as we all do.
Suddenly, your phone {(a landline} rings. You pick it
up, and to your disbelief, it's hot boy Cody. Kervous
and atammering, you aak what'a up. Cody sayse your
Englieh teacher suggesated he get tutored by vou, and
wants to know if you can get together at The Grind
{local hip coffee joint) tomorreow. While a little ead
Cody is only hitting your line for homework help,
you're still excited encugh to Bay yes!

5. Minneapolis - that dog.

0Oh wow oh wow, what a day you've had with Cody. In the
middle of you explaining the overt eymbeolism of 1984
for the 15th time, he +telle you he'e diatracted
because he and Amber broke up that morning. You're
shocked, but he telle you it'a for the best. He Bays
he wants someone more down-to-sarth: someone like
you. Your heart skipe a beat when he saye thie, but
you try to play it ecoocl. Cody then tella you he's
having a party on Saturday that wvou should come to.
You go home feeling like you"re in a dream; you,

a girl with glapses, invited to a party by hot boy
Cody! Totally unreal.

(b r{} %#
" t;'f*h o9




6. Let Ma Blow Ya Mind - Eve feat. Gwen
Btafani

¥ou arrive at the party, which ia inexplicably in
a mansion. Cody sees you and offers to grab you a
drink {a little too eager if you ask me, shem).
After hanging with you for a cool five minutes, he
gaye he has to go check on his friend, but will be
right back. ¥ou git alone in the corner for a
while before going to look for Cody, and when you
do finally find him, it ain't good. amber s with
him, and they’'re smooching. Embarrasesd and
disappeinted, you run out of the party.

7. Friend of Mine - Liz Phair

Crying montage time! You arrive home from the
party and dramatically throw yourself onto ¥0'u:r:
bed. ¥You then dramatically stare at yourse in
the mirror, maybe take a8 dramatic shower as well.
The next week at school, you walk off the bus and
sese Amber and Cody together. ¥You dramatically look
at them, and Cody notices, linking eyes with wyou.
0f course, you swiftly and dramatically look away.

8. My Happy Ending - Avril Lavigne

Later in the week, you're walking %o the bue to go
home when you hear somsone call ocut your nams. To
your surprise, it'e Amber. She sayse she wants to
talk to you and cffers you a ride. You're hesitant
and weirded out, but you say yee. Amber tells you
Cody admitted to her that he only invited you to
the party +to make her jealous. You feel even more
crughed than before, but then Amber tells you she
broke up with Cody because it was totally uncool
that he used you, and he‘s a cheating asshocls
anyway. Somehow you guye end up hanging out all
day and go to a karaoke bar where you eing angry
girl songe and just let it all out.

9. Bha's Crushing My Mind - Team Dresch

¥ou and Amber have become friends, which is cool.
Like, really cocl!l Amber ie eo pretty, and she
does makeup on you for fun, and you guye estart
sharing clothes and CDa and like, sverything.
Also, Amber is really pretty and cool.

10. Torn - Natalie Imbruglia

¥ou and amber have plane to hang after school one
day, but as you walk to her car, you see she and
Cody are talking. You feel confused and kind of
aangry, and this only sscalates when you see Cody
get touchy-feely with her. Amber seses you and runs
owver to say that her and Cody are s8till good
friends, but thinge scmetimes get complicated.
You're not Bure what to say, and you feel cddly
embarrazesed, ec you gquickly walk away to head
Thoms

-



11. La La - AsShlee BimpSon

Your color streaked hair friend comes over to get
ready for the Spring Fling, but you've decided
you're not going. She saye you need to get over
Cody, which makea you finally let it out: it isn‘k
about Cody anymore, it'se about Amber. You like
her, and you thought maybe she liked you, but now
eghe’'a probably back with Cody and you don "t wanna.
ges it. Coleor satreaked hair friend ia super
accepting, and then hypesa you up encugh to go to
the dance and lock hot in another great montage
BEESQUENCE .

12. Kiss Me - Bixpence None the Richer

The dance is going ckay for you, but when Cody and
Amber get anncunced as the Spring Fling Princesa
and Prince, you're not sure if you can handle
being there anymore. You turn to leave ag Amber
gtarts to give her apeech, and she notices. Into
the mic, she shoute at you to wait. The crowd
mormurs a8 y¥ou turn back around. Amber looks
directly at you and eays that you're the real
princeaa of the dance. She walks off the atage and:
towarda you to place the crown on your head. Then,
in front of everyone, you guys kiss. Because we
want thie to be a happy high achool movie, 3
absolutely no one at the school is homophobic and
everyone cheera. Well, sxcept Cody I guees.

13. Number One Blind - Veruoa Balt

Yon and Amber have been girlfriends for monthe
now, and it's super great. You guys study together
gt The Grind everyday after scheool, and your
colored streak friend also hanga out there with
the dude she's dating now, becauss that was
apparently happening as a side plot ewven though it
wasn "+ shown at all! Meanwhile, Cody continuse
being kind of boring in the same baeeball tee, but
girla don't like him as much, sc he and the boyas
are a little more sad while Bitting on the Jeep.
Who cares about that though, because now it'a the
end of the story, and wyou and Amber will live on
a3 one of your high school's most cool and iconic
couplea, all while your glasseses have stayed OH =3
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REFERENCE GUIDE. ..

We pulled from various inspirations for
the design of each page. check them out!

AllyKatzz INTERNET EXPLORER (pt. 1)
GirlTech Password Journal.....INTERNET
EXPLORER (pt. 2)
Nokia 3390 & 5118 BEEP ME
Girl's Life, Seventeen, Teen Vogue

.+ ++..B0Y5 DROOLS

Magazines, etc. ....
Delia's Catalogs.......... HOT OR NOT
Hit Clips.............. SUBURBAN ANGST

SPECIAL THX 2....
Lily Frankel 4 editing
Jacob Sawley 4 ideas
Julia Greene 4 contributing

and to everyone who has read
the zine & inspired and supported
us on this project!

The 20085 were such a memorable time,
and the culture has undoubtedly shaped us
into the people we are today.
Whether you were a skater boi or an emo kid,
a mall rat or a prepster or something in
between, there’s no doubt that we
were experimenting with our identities in
the 2088s and pulling inspiration from the
world around us to figure out who we wanted
to be. While we look back on these
times with a mixture of nostalgia, reverence
and embarrassment, we must recognize how
much y2k culture and the dawn of the com-
puter age have left a lasting imprint on us.
The 2008s have been saved
to our hard drives— No matter how the
world changes, we will forever be

YOUTH CULTURE 2000.




